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CATFISHES 
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Important Species. - The catfis hes are of such commcrcic:.l value 
as food that there have arisen extensive and almost special fisheries 
for them in the South, the Mississip:~i Valley, and the Great Lakes 
region; that is, in the centers of their greatest abunc1ance. l'here is, 
however, very little published infornation on the habits of any speci'3s 
of catfish, and it has been thmlght desirable to brj.ng tor,ether the wost 
important published and othernise available facts on t:'lis subjf_ct. 

The fresh41Jater catfishes of t:1e United states of r~iOre or less 
commercial importance may 'be classified in a popular Tla~T as channel 
cats, Ictalurus; bullheads, or mud cats, Ameiurus ; yellow cats, Lepto:)s ; 
and stone cats, Noturus. This arranger:lent is not 1[holly satisfactory, 
however, ovving to the confusion 0 f the common names, for a mud cat of 
one locality may be a yellov;, cat of another, and t he ycl lov: C,'lt here 
may be the stone cat sOillew:lere else, etc. Then, too, there j.s no dis
tinct line between channel cats and mud cats. The technical nonenclJ. 
ture and synonymy of these fishes a re not in much ;)e t tcr COllCU tion than 
the popular classification. 

The catfi.shes are .J. l1ardy race, very prolific, . and in habit:.:: 2.nd 
structure cOr:J.pClratively safe from enemies. For these r r:JiSOnS Yrhcrevr=.r 
they occur they C.re usually very abundc,nt. In 12 te yeel' ::: , !",Q';f(; V"r, U ':c 
demand for these fish l1as re:7.ched such dimmsions t;-,c:G in SOdC loc .J.lities 
extensive inroads have been made upon their numbs r s .~,,(~ t}1F~r'3 '-:: .. :; ::ris.-;n 
the ?roblem of how to repopulc::. te the d:.:::)leted W:lters. It h:;.s no t, T.tE 
recently at least, oe'3n consic.ered ne;ccssary to resort to artifici:,l rlro;J
llg.:ltion.of. 'bulll1cc~ds, ,<!l1d there :'nv8 l:lcen few atto:n~ts i t:' t h:ct ·-!ir--;ct:'or" 

Of about -:l dOZ811 species :lppe .. 3.ring in the !7"~:;~J.:st:, )r'~o~':bl~r l:ot 

ii!O!'8 th3.n · one-half c:re vcry COYill;lO."'l or Y:l':; rit n er e t:l.::.:n. . ssir'.~; !, ;:-l, ~ :~-:; . 

'rho l;-~rgest nre 'ehe IIgre:lt forked-t2.il cnt ll or the blue c:~ t of the:: 
I-:Tississ,ip:)i, Ictalurus furc'ltus-;:-, the Grl~(,;,t L:::":0S c:::.t, A.ElC iu:c'IS Licl :; tr::':; 
bb.ck cntfish, Ame_~~~ ~rebcnnus; and th -J : 'e11u." c .t , "L;ll t c,Js:-h ·:·,r:"s. 

~!- An effort has been l;lade b:' recent J.U thors to C ;1:-.~~ ;~e s ~;J'le ,:·f t;:~ 
scientific nt.mes used herein .to bri.'1; t~e f.'. in .:.:;r . .:;.:.:~.;c;nt '.:i.t;;, L :-:: i.!' 
ideas of generic cl2..sS ifi.cation , C!' to l:1.7:.K:e t~'l i::i':; cU'.fc 1'::1 ":.-: t~ ~~.l1.. _ : 
of nomenclature as interpreted 8y t:12!7l. I-lo·.i:;·,r·~r, th o:: c :, -.: .,:-:; s :-. "'..v>-; 
:1ot been gen0rally ~cCGptcd. Ther (;f cre, it sc ·~n.s 2.d·.' ~.5:..!. :--; 1 .: tc r :. 
tain tho names long used in st.:lr;d~rd Horks, ~~t l :. ~_st ·~:-.t:'..l tf·; 

~roposed ch<:mges become more defin.itely cst::.blis!1..od. 



· .. .The _ firs t. 3. ttai..l1s . a .. w:ei.gJl.t .. of . 1~O . pmID(iS, ···the Be~and 1:00· -poundB-';-the 
" third perhaps 50 pounds, 'aIjd the ' fourth 100 p01md~ .~ · · Of the other cats 

the more important are the'spotted cat, Ictalurus punctatus; eel cat, 
Ictalurus a;guill2.; Potomac ch ;::mnel cat or wI-d.te catfish, Ameiurus catus ; 
bullhead, Ameiurus nebulos1.!s; and the li1arbled cat, Ameiurus marmora~u~. 
Of 1 ess importance a re -the'bluck' 'bul1hEnd, Ameiurus me::'<.lS; yellow catfisl 
or yellow bullhead, Ar.le iurus natalis; and the brown catf~sh AmetUI;ls 
plat:.~c ephaIus • . 

~~ .. -. 

Habita t. -Almost p.ny one of th<'. species of . catfishes saems to be 
:ld:'.pt ed t o a wide r 2.n ge of climati.c c cnditions, o.lthou:~h somew11&t rc
stricted t o certain irnr:IG di.J.tesur~ouridings. ;..meiurus lacustris is 
supposed t o b e dis tributed from the Gri.;,:'t Lakes Basin tu the Saskatch
ewan Riye r. a nq n orth\-\fard.' 

Ameiurus nebulosus, loca l Y knc:vm oS bullhead, horned pout, 
Schuylkill cat, sr:ii~ll ,'rellow C2.t, i .e t he only membe r of the catfish 
family th :lt is adn.pted f or r~aring in 0riv;J,te ponds. It is a'bundant 
i n .:111 ponds, l akes , :1n,i .::: J.ugfish str ';,:;2ns of the e ,:.stern, United States 
and t he Missis sippi V:::.l} (j;Y r (; g i on. It r:.dapts itself t o "iiide;J..y varying 
c(xx iitior,s oS.nei demL~nds l os s expc:ns:.ivc prcparL'.tion for its cultiva tion 
tlF.n the lar ger c :::. tfishc;:] of th e gemL5 Ictalurns, wrich do .not ~e8m 
:ld:~p t8d for r~;-,ring i n still vr:ct e r. 

The blo. ck ~)ullhc:a,cl. , A.,;l!eiurus ;TJ8t~ 8 , in the m3. in features of its 
di s tribu t i on agrt~ ~~ s with t h.; yell o'l"/ buJ.. l ~1C!,'l d, bu:ing like th;·~ t spe cies, 
dec i dedly 1.103 t 2.bl..nd~'..nt j.n cre c;i<: s "1[;d -:":;,1.s t s o in t :'.!3 1 ::'::c~c r "i-ive rs, 8.l1d 
,,, lso s h01lYing 8. "·lOt 2.~)le prc i"IJrenc e for V '.e nore quie t o.i:.d l1uddier p2.rts 
of the strea.rnB it i ",ln1) it 3 . 

The chcmnel c::ts 8.r e: so c ~-:..lled oecause of the ir ,'!;Jp2.rent pr3ference 
f or ch:2.nne l s of str e-:2.!:ls o,nd clc 1r er, cl':;J.ner wa t er t hLm th:~t affe<;:ted by 
t he ma. j ority of the so - c ::ll ed mud c :;.(.s ; ~'.l thouS!'!, a ccor c i.ri g t o our presen 
cl :-c s ~ ific -, tion, t he n:; t iv8 c 11,mnel c ~.~t of the Pot:Jm:J.c Ri vcr is generally 
mud c ::. t, AmG iurus . In s()m(~ s 0uth::3I'r. river::> , thE:: St. Johns p<-"1rticula rly, 
s (:ver D.l gCr1 cr ::.. of c~ .t fish ,?ccur t c'g ether with pr e cisely the same kind of 
surroundinGs , Whether ; ;1U:lcl~T or s2.i1dy. 

The sp ot t c,d c ::.t, Ict.:::.l urus punc ::'c.tus, one of t he ::10S t highly· es
tccm'3d c h:.mne l c:',ts , t hrives b,,:;s t in 3·~ns. It abounds in 01,11 flovring 
S trc a;ns fr(~;rl Vfest ;,r n l!Cli York wes tvr:lrd to lvlont.:m'l 2.nQ southv'lard to 
Flor i da and Texa.s, an d i n t o..8 Gre~lt 1::.k"-' 5. It i s perhJ.ps most common in 
T:::: nn cs sec , Arkans ~,s, c:-.nd H.i.s s o1.lri, thou gh sC 3.rce in His;issippi. 

In Loul s L m:. t!18 blue ca t, Icta lurus furc .:ltus, 3.1s o known a s 
ch"nnel COlt, ::lnd gouj on , L'2ptopS oli'n .. r i s, L!. lso c''lllud the yellevll' cat and 
t ~.bby ca t, .:',1'0 influenced in the ir move:ncmts by the temperctture of' the '\'rai 
During th(=j Yfi ntccr th8:," move f~lrthor dcv\Y': the riv0r, v~cTe the water 'is 

" ' w:l r mes t, 8.nd i n the s ~ .umncr the:}' run' ·f' :1 y·thor ups trqazn ' or r e tire intodeeper 
"r.}.tcrs. The gouj on is s a id to be LlOS t :,bw1Cicmt In t~1e Atchafalaya River 
fr'YIl Septembe r t o liC' VGi~i~(; r, an d it and the blue ca t 2.re tho mos t imDortani 
sp ~ r: ic-: s of the Atch?f~l~::r::l Hiver,La. Tht two are numGr ous in Mississippj 
.c-tn d c orru:1,~r ci t'..ll:y n, bout equ3.1lyimpGrt.:'llt. 



The eel C.1.t, Ictalurus anguilla, was first discovered in Louisiana 
~y Evermann but it w':lsl:lter found in the Ohio. Rivcr at Louisville, Ky. 
It is stated that it rarely weighs over five po.unds, JJ1d ~l.ttains c: 
weight of 15 pounds. It is a common c.omrnerci2.1 SpGcies in Mississippi. 

T[18 . yellow bullhead or :,.rellow ci:1.tfish, Ameiurus n2.talis, r,ccn>J:8S 
from the Great Lakes region to Vtfg1nia and Te~~s. -
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The browp bullhe,:~<;i o?=, brown c;;:;.tfish, Ameiurus p19.tycephalus, h:-'.s 
a restricte5i i.:mie, Elltb(rc.c:i.11~;onl:T the streams-from tho Cape Fe2r River 
to the Chcittahoqchce. Its maximum l8ngth is S omewh.::t OVi.::r 2. foot. 

The _black cc.tfis ho? Ailleiurus erebennus ~ inho.bi t..s C03.stwise Y'l:lters 
from New Jersey to Florida, h[~ving i.'. recorded wei6ht of 2.bout 40 pounds. 
In Florida, especially in the St. Johns Hi ver, it is ene of the im
port;:mt celtfishes. 

The white c;:'.tfish, Amoiurus catus, whose form D.nd color v1ry with 
c.ge ;:mci enVironment, inhabit,s cO:lstwisc fresh Yf9..ters from lJew Jersey to 
North Carol; n2.. Itsn::'..xir.1Um length is perhaps t'NO feet. ;""3 food, this 
is one of the best. catfisht)s, .'1 . .1 thouGh its cOT!1uerciJ.l im;.1ortance in 
North Carolina is comp::trati vel:r sliGht, pJ.rt1~~ because vf the Clblmdance 
of oth.:r noro desirable fishes and j):':!."tly because r:~ost of the c::.tfish 
nre caught vlhere sh.::'..d, a.1evri ves, ~md strj ped 'JD.SS ?re rece lVlI1'!: SI)eciJ.l 
'::Lttention. T'li8 is ;J8rlv2.ps "lso tbn C'lSC; in other st::,tes. 

From; "Americ::m C~tfishE;::i: Ha.bi ts , culture, :-.:.nd c,)Inmcrci2.l import::'Ilce" 
by W. C. I':endc..ll. Bure :ll1 of r'isheries DOCl.lment 733, spsc i a1 
p.J.per 1..'1 RE;port -,:;,f U. s. COr.l.1!liE,sionc r of Fisheries for 1908. 
Out of j)rint. 
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